Options for Prevention and Management of Zebra Mussels in the Metonga Lake area

The local community has been allocated $20,000 to spend on the management and/or prevention of zebra mussels in the Metonga Lake area.  These funds are available this year only.  Future funding may be available, but future budgets have not been established and additional funds are not guaranteed.

The following items are some options which the funds can be spent on.  However, you are also free to come up with your own ideas.
· Signs posted at boat landings ($500 per landing).  These signs would alert all lake users to the effects of zebra mussels and provide prevention information.  No maintenance is required for the signs – these are a one time cost.  However, keep in mind that boat landings are already crowded with many signs, and there is no guarantee that these will be read by all boaters.

· Construction of a Clean Boat station ($3,000 per landing).  These stations may be located at any lake and would help visitors remove zebra mussels from their boat.   Boaters may use the station when they leave the lake, or they may use it before entering the lake.  Zebra mussels removed at the station are killed and can not harm the adjacent lake.  Maintenance of the station in future years is minimal – you may consider this a one-time cost.
· Volunteer watercraft inspectors ($500 per lake – for supplies).  It is possible to recruit volunteers from the area to visit boat ramps and share information about zebra mussels prevention with visitors.  Volunteers for other activities in the area have been enthusiastic, but retaining volunteers has been a challenge.  If you choose this option, at least one person at the meeting has to agree to be responsible for coordinating the volunteers at each lake.  This is a time consuming job.  
· Paid watercraft inspectors (One inspector = $3,000 per month—for salary, indirect and supplies).  Paid inspectors may be directed to patrol many lakes, but they can only be at one lake at a time.  Paid inspectors also have the ability to enforce a local law that prohibits boaters from entering a lake when zebra mussels are present on the boat.  (Paid inspectors can write tickets.) If you choose this option, indicate for how many months you would hire these inspectors.

· Lake restrictions ($0) – Local citizens may request the DNR to impose restrictions on lake activities, including fishing restrictions and prohibitions on the use of motorized boats.  Cost associated with enforcing these restrictions would not come from the $20,000 budget, but enforcement would be enhanced with the addition of paid inspectors (above).  The DNR may not restrict public access by closing a boat landing.

· Bio Bullets ($20,000 per treatment per lake).  This is a new technique developed in Britain.  Microscopic particles made of fats contain potassium chloride, which will release a deadly dose when taken in by the zebra mussels.  So far this technique has only been investigated in small-scale closed systems, but scientists have expressed interest in testing this new technique more broadly and are looking for “test lakes” in Northern US.  Because this is a new technique, little is known about success rate or any side effects of treatment.  However, if successful, it would be the first effective control option for zebra mussels.   
